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FBI Did Not Conspire With Ray, 
Congressional Probers Conclude 
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By JOHN BENNETT 

-* WASHINGTON — The House Assassins- 
* “ ons Co ®niiitee concluded publicly Tues- 
aay it has been unable to develop any evi- 
dence to support a theory that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation conspired with 
James Earl Ray in the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

What can be reasonably done has been 
; ?“V nd 00 evidence of that character 
/ i a f„ f been fou , nd - s «id G. Robert Blakey. 
chief counsel for the committee 

nv Tif conclusion followed testimo- 
ny Tuesday by Robert Jensen ot Memphis 

M 8g ?, m *“ Charge 0f lhe ™'s 
"« ld °“g» a « Kin iO death in 
1968, and William H. Lawrence of Spruce 

!!,?'< N '. C ^<f re,lred Memphis FBI agent 
who in 1968 was assigned to the security 

\^T U0D . of Dr Klng and wl ‘° moi5- 
tored the activities of the sanitation strik- 

group Dd *^ e lnvaders ’ a i’ieck milium 

The committee conclusion, however 
came not as a result of testimony by Jenseu 

fnw.itfo*Tf nCe , bul ,hrou 8 h a committee 

iv«m. g ro?? ? f preSem and ,ornier FBI 
i rai informants and associates of 

v Ray, King s confessed killer 

I o.?L C - 0m ^ tee “ All that can be 


__ i A . — : — * . mi iiiai can oe 

. s , that xhe com ntittee was not 

, . J «Dle to develop any contact between Ray 
and an agent or informant of the FBI or 
■ fh* ot ^ e f ev ^dence that would support a 
* • f ^ ureau somehow con- 

u ™f co ® mlttee ,hen adjourned until 


: s "^23er?s?a;a 

: ■ ITtoJS ? 1 ‘"■'M “* K'“* 

•) ' . Jr'S?? and Lawrence denied the Mem- 
J*if P® 1 office had targeted Dr. King as 

. EJHJ* ? £ road Washington-directed FBI 
, ncobe of Kino 


^ /J^obe of King. 

' $ Jensen insiste 


. x; Jensen insisted there was no electronic 
surveillance of Dr. King In Memphis, no 
‘ - '' ^JPecial attempt to watch his every move 
; r However, the FBI did receive daily reports 

- V •- ™ ^! 0Tm ^ on ^ KlD 8 ">d black 
; the FBI had five known in- 



formants whose names have not been 
made public. 

Jeuscii also denied having seen until 
T uesday a promised mws iriea.se out of 
FBI hendqimi ter*. in Washington, signed 
Diml"i J Filgiii lli>ovei\ de- 
signed lo einbana l)i King in Memphis. 

The Hoover Mgimi memorandum pro- 
mised me Mil nit iti.ii, .iiiiong triendly" 
news media, on a * » oninleiili.il Imsis," the 
stoiy Ih/il King w.i .■ bypoi i i i ( ‘ ’ because 
lie stayed in Hit- vt |, nt owned Holiday inn 
Rivei iiiiiMl. and in, i mi Mat K owned l.or 
raine Motel fo|fo*iiq, lhe march hy sani- 
tation worker. M.n, I, h, 

, A pail Ml tile rejHitl Imin the Memphis 
FBI office. will, li i , ., ,, said lie had "ulv 
viously" sent in W * hiugton, said King 
was primal ily mi, j aed in his own salety 
following man h vmleme. 

Tnlereslmg o|»;ei valioii made by Mem- 
phis of I ice in dial Mi King in Ins role as 
leader at moment oi di .iiirhaiice and irou- 
ble was puiaanl) mieiesled in preserva- 
tion o] lumseli and at. id, no effort to quiet 
group that was toilowtng his leadership," 
said the Mempbh rid i« |»ori to Washing- 
ton FBI liead((tuirn i , .omewhai niton 
sisteni wnh sian im oi . attriluited to him 
. during talk tli.it I III iaat )• man simuld suir 
pori his own hiL.iiie . . i.ihltsiiineuis, Dr. 
King first sought i cadence at Siieraton 
leahotly and etninl uj< laying at River- 
mont Hotel, which is |mit oi llolniay Inn 
chain. In jmst. he l,.i -a.iyed at the Ixir- 
raine Motel, which is a quality Negro mo- 

ile also was qiit . honed extensively 
about whether the MemphisuHicc investi- 
gated a possible conspiracy in King's 
death. The commute! i md other testimo- 
ny that, within >1 hours alter the assassi- 
nation, the FBI dropped the conspiracy 
theoyy to concentrate on a fugitive hunt 
Investigators say Ray first pm, based a 
small-cahher rifle, and later exchanged it 
for the .30-06 beln ved to huve killed Dr. 
King. Jensen said May s brother, Jerry, 
said he advised May n» make the exchange. 

Jensen was asked il that fad had not 
warranted n detailed questioning of Jerry 
Ray. 

Jensen said he It m ned that May's two 
brothers, Jerry ami John, were "not ame- 
nable" to interviews about the mutter. 

Jensen and Lawrem e said neither King 
nor the Southern C iiii.-.ti.m leadership 
Conference (SCLC) had ever been put un- 
der surveillauce by the FBI in Memphis 
Jeusen iiotetl the S<T.r had no off ices in 
Memphis in 196H, amt that King lived in 
Atlanta However, twin r testimony estab- 
lished (hat the Meiaplu., Hi) office was one 
of a number named by the bureau to join •> 


the counter intelligence probe of King. 

. Lawrence told the committee he helped 
the Memphis Police Department set up its 
intelligence gathering activities while he 
was in Memphis. 

Like Jensen, he said he knew the police 
department s undercover agent, a black 
tii/iu, Merrill McCullough, whose reports 
went almost daily to Washington. 

Uiwreiice said FBI informants in Mem 
pins w. ic "mostly patriotic" people who 
the Mil sometimes had lo pay. 

Mep. Ilaiold Ford ol Memphis, a mem her 
of the committee, declined to ask ques 
mms oMlarrifiBttr ^ord left the committee 
room beloiti.lenseu testified and did noi 
return. \ 9 
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